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were intoxicated with vanity, and filled also
with an eager hope that principles of which
they were standard-bearers were to be dom-
inant in Europe.    The theoretical and doc-
trinaire views which seemed for the time to
be justified by the success of the American
people came to stand for universal princi-
ples of reason, capable of bearing all the
weight of human experience, and of serv-
ing in the place of religion.    The most en-
thusiastic, beholding a new era, were only a
few steps in advance of more cautious men,
and the new regime in France received the
sympathy not only of Jefferson and Madi-
son, but of Washington and Hamilton.    It
was only when the flood-gates were opened
that the uniform sentiment was broken in
upon, and parties were formed of " Gallo-
maniacs "  on  one side,  as their  enemies
called   them,   and   anti-Gallicans   on   the
other.    But this split into two parties had
occurred   before  Genet   arrived,  and the
breach was only widened by that head-
strong minister's action.    There can be lit-
tle doubt that the prudence of Washington,
aided by the conservative Hamilton and the
unwilling Jefferson, saved the country at